
AARP Has Not Changed Its Position on Social Security  

 
Reaffirms that program must be strengthened to maintain critical benefits 

  
WASHINGTON – AARP CEO A. Barry Rand offered the following statement in response to inaccurate 
media stories on the association’s policy on Social Security: 
 
“Let me be clear – AARP is as committed as we’ve ever been to fighting to protect Social Security for 
today’s seniors and strengthening it for future generations.  Contrary to the misleading characterization 
in a recent media story, AARP has not changed its position on Social Security. 
 
“First, we are currently fighting some proposals in Washington to cut Social Security to reduce a deficit it 
did not cause.  Social Security should not be used as a piggy bank to solve the nation’s deficit.  Any 
changes to this lifeline program should happen in a separate, broader discussion and make retirement 
more secure for future generations, not less. 
 
“Our focus has always been on the human impact of changes, not just the budget tables.  Which is why, 
as we have done numerous times over the last several decades, AARP is engaging our volunteer Board 
to evaluate any proposed changes to Social Security to determine how each might – individually or in 
different combinations – impact the lives of current and future retirees given the constantly changing 
economic realities they face. 
 
“Second, we have maintained for years – to our members, the media and elected officials – that long 
term solvency is key to protecting and strengthening Social Security for all generations, and we have 
urged elected officials in Washington to address the program’s long-term challenges in a way that’s fair 
for all generations.  
 
“It has long been AARP’s policy that Social Security should be strengthened to provide adequate benefits 
and that it is sufficiently financed to ensure solvency with a stable trust fund for the next 75 years.  It 
has also been a long held position that any changes would be phased in slowly, over time, and would not 
affect any current or near term beneficiaries.   
 
“AARP strongly opposed a privatization plan in 2005, and continues to oppose this approach, because it 
would eliminate the guarantee that Social Security provides and reduce benefits, and we are currently 
fighting proposals to cut Social Security to pay the nation’s bills. 
 
“Social Security is a critically important issue for our members, their families and Americans of all ages, 
especially at a time when many will have less retirement security than previous generations with fewer 
pensions, less savings and rising health care costs.  And, as we have been for decades, we will continue 
to protect this bedrock of lifetime financial security for all generations of Americans.”   
 
For more information, visit www.aarp.org.    
 

About AARP 

https://access.aarp.org/,DanaInfo=www.aarp.org+


AARP is a nonprofit, nonpartisan organization with a membership that helps people 50+ have 
independence, choice and control in ways that are beneficial and affordable to them and society as a 
whole. AARP does not endorse candidates for public office or make contributions to either political 
campaigns or candidates. We produce AARP The Magazine, the definitive voice for 50+ Americans and 
the world's largest-circulation magazine with over 35.1 million readers; AARP Bulletin, the go-to news 
source for AARP's millions of members and Americans 50+; AARP VIVA, the only bilingual U.S. publication 
dedicated exclusively to the 50+ Hispanic community; and our website, AARP.org. AARP Foundation is an 
affiliated charity that provides security, protection, and empowerment to older persons in need with 
support from thousands of volunteers, donors, and sponsors. We have staffed offices in all 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. 
 


