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Clinton Does Well on Attributes
But Still Lacks Crossover Appeal

Some factors are working well for Sen. Hillary Clinton in early jockeying for the 2008
presidential election: partisan loyalty, leadership, “values” and approachability. But
another — crossover support — remains as elusive as ever for the New York Democrat.

About two-thirds of Americans in this ABC News/Washington Post poll call Clinton a
strong leader and someone who has strong family values. More than half say she's open
and friendly, understands their problems and is honest. Overall, 54 percent view her
favorably.

But the former first lady continues to be a polarizing figure. As many Americans strongly
dislike as strongly like her (three in 10 in each case). And 42 percent wouldn’t even
consider voting for her, compared with 28 percent who rule out Republican Sen. John
McCain.
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Indeed Clinton’s challenge is the mirror image of McCain’s. She’s strong in her base —
good for getting nominated — but weaker in the center, critical in a general election.



McCain, despite recent attempts at repositioning, remains better-placed for a general
election, but with less of the partisan base it takes to win nomination in the first place.

For example, 37 percent of Democrats at this early stage say they’d “definitely” support
Clinton, while just 11 percent of Republicans say they’re definitely with McCain. It’s
very similar among ideological groups: Thirty-five percent of liberals are definitely for
Clinton, compared with 10 percent of conservatives “definitely” for McCain.

What McCain lacks in base support he gains in the center. More than half of Democrats
say they'd at least consider him, compared with just one in four Republicans who'd at
least consider Clinton. And independents — the quintessential swing voters — are 12 points
more likely to say they'd at least consider McCain than Clinton.

All told, two-thirds say they'd at least consider voting for McCain, while 57 percent
would at least consider Clinton. Either, it should be noted, is enough to elect a president.

-—-Vote for Clinton?---- -—--Vote for McCain?---

Definitely Maybe No Definitely Maybe No
All 19% 38 42 9% 57 28
Democrats 37 48 14 5 50 38
Republicans 2 23 74 11 66 20
Independents 18 38 43 11 57 25

SEX - Clinton does particularly well among women. Women are 13 points more likely
than men to say they'd at least consider voting for her, a gap that remains even just
among Democrats. And three in 10 Republican women would think about voting for her,
compared with two in 10 Republican men. (McCain does not have such a gender gap —
about two-thirds of men and women alike would consider supporting him.)

Democratic men and women are equally likely to have an overall favorable impression of
Clinton, the basic measure of a public figure’s popularity. But Republican women are 13
points more apt than Republican men to view her favorably.

Her attributes may help explain why. Six in 10 women say Clinton understands their
problems, while fewer than half of men agree. And women are 11 points more likely than
men to say she has “strong family values.”

FAVES - Clinton and McCain have almost identical favorability ratings overall: Fifty-
four percent of Americans have a favorable opinion of Clinton, 55 percent view McCain
positively. But again, Clinton rates higher in her base, McCain in the center.

More than eight in 10 Democrats and liberals view Clinton favorably; many fewer
Republicans, 66 percent, rate McCain favorably, as do even fewer conservatives, 59
percent. On the other side of the coin, just a quarter of Republicans rate Clinton
favorably, while half of Democrats rate McCain positively on a personal level.



Among independents, 48 percent view Clinton favorably, and 53 percent have a favorable
opinion of McCain. But Clinton's unfavorable rating among this crucial group is 46
percent — 13 points higher than McCain's.

Among all Americans, Clinton's unfavorable rating is 11 points higher than McCain's
(more have no opinion of him), and 31 percent have a "strongly™ unfavorable impression
of her, 20 points higher than McCain's strongly unfavorable rating.

——————— Clinton-——————- -——————-McCain---—————-

Favorable Unfavorable Favorable Unfavorable
All 54% 42 55% 31
Democrats 83 12 50 35
Republicans 26 73 66 24
Independents 48 46 53 33
Liberals 83 13 49 37
Moderates 57 39 56 29
Conservatives 32 65 59 30

BILL and IDEOLOGY - Clinton’s ties to her husband are not seen as much of an issue.
Fewer than one in 10 Americans thinks Bill Clinton has too much influence over her (in
fact, nearly as many Republicans and conservatives say he has too little influence as too
much). And fewer than two in 10 say the way she handled the situation surrounding her
husband's affair with Monica Lewinsky makes them respect her less.

100% Clinton's Views on Most Issues
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Rather, Hillary Clinton’s problem is that broad majorities of Republicans and
conservatives, as well as about a third of independents and moderates, see her as too
liberal. About six in 10 conservatives, seven in 10 Republicans and eight in 10
Republican men say so. Among people who view Clinton unfavorably, three in four call
her too liberal.

But again, liberals and Demaocrats are strongly behind her, with eight in 10 saying her
views on most issues are about right. Good for the primaries, at least.

METHODOLOGY - This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone
May 11-15, 2006, among a random national sample of 1,103 adults. The results have a
three-point error margin. Sampling, data collection and tabulation by TNS of Horsham,
Pa.

Analysis by Dalia Sussman.

ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollvault.html.

Media contact: Cathie Levine, (212) 456-4934.

Full results follow (*= less than 0.5 percent).
1-43 previously released.

44_. Do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of (NAME)? Do you feel
that way strongly or somewhat?

5/15/06 - Summary Table

—————— Favorable ------ --—-- Unfavorable ---—-- No
NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opin.

a. Hillary Clinton 54 29 25 42 11 31 4
b. Bill Clinton 59 36 24 39 13 25 2
c. John McCain 55 20 35 31 20 11 14
Trend:
a. Hillary Clinton

—————— Favorable ------ ----- Unfavorable ----- No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
5/15/06 54 29 25 42 11 31 4
3/5/06 52 27 25 46 12 33 2
6/5/05 51 NA NA 46 NA NA 3
6/1/03 44 15 29 48 16 32 8
9/2/99 49 NA NA 44 NA NA 7
6/6/99 59 35 6
3/14/99 60 36 4
2/14/99 63 31 6
11/1/98 64 31 5
8/21/98 64 28 8
8/19/98 64 32 4
4/4/98 58 33 10
1/30/98 60 30 10
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7/19/92 RV 58 NA NA 23 NA NA 18

7/8/92 52 NA NA 33 NA NA 15
6/7/92 41 NA NA 38 NA NA 21
3/18/92 37 NA NA 37 NA NA 26
3/11/92 39 NA NA 31 NA NA 30
2/2/92 37 NA NA 24 NA NA 39
1/27/92 23 NA NA 11 NA NA 66
10/21/91 13 NA NA 9 NA NA 78
*Post poll

c. John McCain

—————— Favorable ---—--- --—-- Unfavorable ----- No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
5/15/06 55 20 35 31 20 11 14
3/5/06 59 22 38 29 18 11 12
6/5/05 57 NA NA 32 NA NA 11
7/30/01 57 30 12
2/27/00 60 21 19
10/31/99 36 22 41
9/2/99 22 10 68
3/14/99 20 10 69

45. 1T (NAME) runs for president in 2008, would you definitely vote for
(him/her), would you consider voting for (him/her), or would you definitely not
vote for (him/her)?

5/15/06 - Summary Table

Definitely Would Definitely No
would consider would not opinion
a. Hillary Clinton 19 38 42
b. John McCain 9 57 28 6

46. When it comes to politics, do you think Bill Clinton has too (much)
influence on Hillary Clinton, too (little) influence or about the right amount?

Too Too About the None No
much little right amount (vol.) opinion
5/15/06 9 14 60 13 4

47. Do you think Hillary Clinton’s views on most issues are too (liberal) for
you, too (conservative) for you, or just about right?

Too Too About No
liberal conservative right opinion
5/15/06 37 5 52 7
Compare to:
George W. Bush
Too Too About No
liberal conservative right opinion
10/17/04 LV 9 37 50 5
9/8/04 RV 11 32 49 7
7/25/04 RV 12 38 48 3
6/20/04 14 38 46 2
3/7/04 14 33 49 4
12/21/03 14 29 52 5



6/3/01 15 32 50 4
4/22/01 10 31 55 3
9/6/00 RV 12 31 51 6
7/23/00 12 28 52 8
3/11/00 12 28 52 8
2/27/00 10 33 51 5
2/24/00 12 33 43 12
2/6/00 12 30 49 8
9/2/99 10 20 58 13
3/14/99 7 20 53 20
John Kerry

Too Too About No

liberal conservative right opinion

10/17/04 LV 45 6 44 5
9/8/04 RV 42 5 43 10
7/25/04 RV 40 8 46 6
6/20/04 34 10 51 5
3/7/04 33 6 52 8

48. Please tell me if the following statements apply to Hillary Clinton or not.

5/15/06 - Summary Table*

Yes No No opinion

a. She is a strong leader 68 30 2
b. She is an open and friendly person 58 38 5
c. She understands the problems of

people like you 54 43 3
d. She is honest and trustworthy 52 42 6
e. She has strong family values 65 32 2
f. She seems to be an angry person 31 67 2

Items a-c asked of half sample, items d-f asked of other half sample.

49_ Thinking about the way Hillary Clinton handled the situation involving her
husband’s affair with White House intern Monica Lewinsky — did the way she
handled it make you respect Hillary Clinton more, make you respect her less, or
didn’t it have much impact on your respect of her?

Not much No
More Less impact opinion
5/15/06 34 18 47 1



