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Career Job Approval: George W. Bush 
ABC News and ABC News/Washington Post polls

12/14/08: 
30% Approve

68% Disapprove

craighp
Text Box
Bush has ranged from the highest approval 
to the highest disapproval on record for any president in modern polling.
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Job Approval: Second-Term Averages
ABC News/Washington Post and Gallup polls
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Bush has averaged 37 percent approval in his second term, 
the lowest on record for any post-World War II president to serve a full second term.
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Job Approval: Career Averages
ABC News/Washington Post and Gallup polls
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Bush has an overall career average of 51 percent approval, 
slightly ahead of Nixon, Ford, Truman and Carter.
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Career-High Approval Ratings
ABC News/Washington Post and Gallup polls
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Text Box
A month after 9/11 Bush peaked at 92 percent approval, 
the record high for any president in approval polling dating to 1938.
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Career-Low Approval Ratings
ABC News/Washington Post and Gallup polls
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Bush sank to 23 percent approval this past October, 
a point from the lowest on record, Truman's in 1952.



34%

30%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%
4/

30
/0

3
7/

10
/0

3
8/

24
/0

3
9/

13
/0

3
10

/2
9/

03
12

/1
4/

03
1/

18
/0

4
3/

7/
04

5/
23

/0
4

7/
25

/0
4

9/
8/

04
12

/1
9/

04
3/

13
/0

5
6/

5/
05

8/
28

/0
5

12
/1

8/
05

1/
26

/0
6

4/
9/

06
6/

25
/0

6
9/

7/
06

10
/2

2/
06

12
/1

1/
06

2/
25

/0
7

6/
1/

07
9/

7/
07

11
/1

/0
7

1/
12

/0
8

3/
2/

08
5/

11
/0

8
7/

13
/0

8
12

/1
4/

08

Worth Fighting
Bush Approve

Bush Approval and "War Worth Fighting" 
Since April 2003 
ABC News/Washington Post polls

Correlation .95

craighp
Text Box
Bush's approval rating has correlated almost perfectly 
with views on whether the war in Iraq was worth fighting.
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Year-to-year changes in Bush's ratings are strikingly similar to those of Lyndon Johnson, 
the last president enmeshed in an unpopular war.




0%

5%

10%

15%

20%

25%

30%

35%

40%

45%

50%
19

81
19

82
19

83
19

84
19

85
19

86
19

87
19

88
19

89
19

90
19

91
19

92
19

93
19

94
19

95
19

96
19

97
19

98
19

99
20

00
20

01
20

02
20

03
20

04
20

05
20

06
20

07
20

08

Democrat
Republican
Independent

Unleaned Party ID, 1981-2008
Annual Averages

 ABC News and ABC News/Washington Post polls
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After a generation of gains for his party, 
Bush since 2003 has presided over a retreat in Republican allegiance.




