Cass R. Sunstein

July 14, 2009

Senator Saxby Chambliss
United States Senate
Washington, DC

Dear Senator Chambliss;
Thanks so much for the meeting today, which | greatly enjoyed.

You requested my views on three subjects. Before commenting on the details, let me emphasize that if
confirmed as Administrator of the Office of Information and Regulatory Affairs, my primary concern
wotld be to ensure that regulations are consistent with the Constitution, the law as enacted by
Congress, and the principles reflected in governing Executive Orders,

Your first question involved the Second Amendment. | strongly beliave that the Second Amendment
creates an individual right to possess and use guns for purposes of both hunting and self-defense, |
agree with the Supreme Court’s decision in the Heller case, clearly recognizing the individual right to
have guns for hunting and self-defense, If confirmed, [ would respect the Second Amendment and the
individual right'that it recognizes.

You also asked about litigation, by individuals, on behalf of animals., Let me be very clear: If conflrmed, |
would not take any steps to promote litigation on behalf of animals. In particular, federal law does not
create an individual right to bring l[awsuits, on behalf of animals, against agriculture. | do not favor and
would not promote such a right.

Finally, you inquired about private enforcement of the law. Such private enforcement can in some
cases be a useful way of ensuring compliance with legislative requirements, but it can also create serious
harm, by impoesing significant costs and burdens on those who are already obeying the law. Sometimes
Congress concludes that the balance favors private actions; sometimes it decides against such actions. if
confirmead, | would consult, and follow, congressional instructions on the guestion of whether private
rights of action are available,

i hope that these answers are helpful, and | would be happy to address these or other issues at any
time, All best wishes.

Sincerely,

Cass R. Sunstein



