
ABC NEWS/WASHINGTON POST POLL: AUTO BANKRUPTCY 
EMBARGOED FOR RELEASE AFTER 12 p.m. Monday, April 27, 2009 
 

More See Gain than Pain  
in Carmaker Bankruptcies 

 
Americans by 2-1 think U.S. automaker bankruptcies would help rather than hurt the car 
industry, most doubt that it would damage the broader economy – and relatively few say 
it would have a strong impact on their own car-buying intentions. 
 
Those indicate that a Chapter 11 filing by one or more of the Big Three automakers is 
hardly the public-opinion bogeyman some suspect. Indeed most Americans see a neutral 
or positive impact – consistent with the fact most steadily have opposed the federal loans 
floating GM and Chrysler, saying the main problem is their own management. 
 
Such views carry political weight: Out of 13 individual issues tested in the latest ABC 
News/Washington Post poll, handling the situation with the U.S. automakers is the only 
one on which most, 53 percent, disapprove of President Obama’s performance. 
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IMPACT – The poll finds that 43 percent of Americans think that filing for bankruptcy 
protection while restructuring would be a good thing for the auto industry in the long run; 
21 percent, by contrast, think it’d be bad for the business. The rest see no difference. 
 
In terms of the national economy, fewer think an automaker bankruptcy would be 
affirmatively good – 30 percent – but that’s as many as think it’d be bad, 27 percent. And 
a plurality doesn’t think it’d make much difference to the broader economy either way. 
 
Twenty-five percent say they’d be less likely to buy a car from a company in bankruptcy 
restructuring. But fewer, 14 percent, say they’d be “much” less likely to do so. And 10 
percent say they’d in fact be more likely to buy a car from such a company – 5 percent, 
“much” more likely.  
 
GM announced its latest restructuring plans today, trying to meet a June 1 deadline to 
satisfy federal regulators. Chrysler is seeking a merger with Fiat, again with Washington 
holding the shotgun. Either or both could still wind up in Chapter 11, the bankruptcy 
procedure that enables them to stay in business while restructuring. 
 
CAR BUYING – A key question is whether an automaker’s bankruptcy filing would 
dissuade people from buying its vehicles. This poll suggests challenges, but hardly 
insurmountable ones: Sixty-five percent say a Chapter 11 filing would make no 
difference in their decision, and, as noted, 10 percent say it’d make them more inclined to 
do so. 
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Strongly held attitudes can be most impactful, and that number is low, a net 9 percent 
strongly negative – the 14 percent much less likely to buy from an automaker in 
bankruptcy reorganization, minus the 5 percent much more likely. 
 
That’s a less negative result than previous polls have found; a difference is that those 
surveys simply used the word “bankruptcy,” which may be understood as liquidating a 
business (Chapter 7 of the bankruptcy law). This poll specified that the companies instead 
would file for protection while reorganizing their business, as Chapter 11 provides. 
 
What really matters are preferences among the few people who are actually looking to 
buy a car, not among all adults. Nonetheless, automakers can take some heart from the 
fact that, overall, the impact may be substantially less negative than feared. 
 
Indeed, among people who think restructuring would help the industry in the long run, as 
many say they’d be more likely as less likely to buy a vehicle from a company in Chapter 
11. It’s among those who think Chapter 11 would be a bad thing for the business that 
resistance spikes dramatically. 
 
NON-PARTISAN – A final result is a striking one in this otherwise highly partisan age: 
the near-absence of political or ideological differences in these views. Fewer than a 
quarter of Democrats, Republicans or independents alike think a Big Three filing under 
Chapter 11 would be bad for the auto industry, and no more than three in 10 think it 
would harm the broader economy. Ditto across the ideological spectrum. 
 
There is one notable difference: Men are substantially more apt than women to think 
bankruptcy reorganization would help the auto industry, 51 percent vs. 36 percent. Any 
automaker going that route would do well to explain itself, in particular, to women 
drivers. 
 
METHODOLOGY – This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone 
April 21-24, 2009, among a random national sample of 1,072 adults, including landline 
and cell-phone-only respondents and an oversample of African-Americans (weighted to 
their correct share of the national population). Results for the full sample have a 3-point 
error margin; click here for a detailed description of sampling error. Sampling, data 
collection and tabulation by TNS of Horsham, PA.  
 
Analysis by Gary Langer.  
 
ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollingunit  
 
Media contact: Cathie Levine, (212) 456-4934. 
 
Full results follow (*= less than 0.5 percent). 
 
1-34 previously released or held for release. 
 
35. Changing topics, imagine if one or more of the big U.S. automakers filed 
for protection under bankruptcy laws while it reorganized its business 
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structure. Do you think that would be a good thing or a bad thing for the auto 
industry in the long run, or would not make much difference either way? 
 
          Good     Bad     Not much      No 
          thing   thing   difference   opinion 
4/24/09    43      21         31          5 
 
 
36. Do you think it would be a good thing or a bad thing for the U.S. economy 
overall, or would not make much difference either way? 
 
          Good     Bad     Not much      No 
          thing   thing   difference   opinion 
4/24/09    30      27         38          5 
 
 
37. If one of the big U.S. automakers filed for protection under bankruptcy 
laws while it reorganized its business structure, would that make you (more) 
likely or (less) likely to consider buying a car from that company, or would it 
not make any difference in your consideration? Is that much more/less or 
somewhat more/less? 
 
          ------ More ------   ------ Less ------       No         No 
          NET   Much   Smwht   NET   Smwht   Much   difference   opinion 
4/24/09   10      5      5     25     11      14        65          1 
 
38-46 held for release. 
 
***END*** 


