This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone July 15-18, 2009,
among a random national sample of 1,001 adults (landline and cell-only
respondents). The results from the full survey have a 3.5-point error margin.
Sampling, data collection and tabulation by TNS of Horsham, PA.

*= Jess than 0.5 percent

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Barack Obama is handling his job as
president? Do you approve/disapprove strongly or somewhat?

———————— Approve --—---——- ----——- Disapprove ------ No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 59 38 22 37 9 28 4
6/21/09 65 36 29 31 10 22 4
4/24/09 69 42 27 26 8 18 4
3/29/09 66 40 26 29 9 20 5
2/22/09 68 43 25 25 8 17 7

2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Obama is handling [ITEM]? Do you
approve/disapprove strongly or somewhat?

7/18/09 - Summary Table*

———————— Approve -------- --——--—-- Disapprove ------ No
NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat  Strongly op.
a. The economy 52 29 23 46 10 35 3
b. Health care 49 25 24 44 11 33 7
c. The federal
budget deficit 43 19 24 49 11 38 8
d. Unemployment 52 26 26 42 11 31 6
e. The situation
in Afghanistan 62 33 29 30 13 17 8

*Full sample asked item a; half sample asked items b-c; other half sample asked
items d-e.

Trend where available:

a. The economy

———————— Approve ------—- --—--——- Disapprove ------ No

NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 52 29 23 46 10 35 3
6/21/09 56 28 28 41 13 27 3
4/24/09 58 31 28 38 13 25 4
3/29/09 60 34 25 38 12 26 3
2/22/09 60 NA NA 34 NA NA 6
b. Health care

———————— Approve ------—- --—--——- Disapprove ------ No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat  Strongly opinion
7/18/09 49 25 24 44 11 33 7
6/21/09 53 27 26 39 10 29 9
4/24/09 57 NA NA 29 NA NA 13
c. The federal budget deficit

———————— Approve -—-—---- --—--—- Disapprove ------ No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 43 19 24 49 11 38 8

6/21/09 48 22 26 48 13 35 5



4/24/09 51 NA NA 43 NA NA 7
3/29/709 52 NA NA 43 NA NA 5

d. No trend.

e. The situation in Afghanistan

———————— Approve --—---——- --—--——- Disapprove ------ No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 62 33 29 30 13 17 8
4/24/09 63 NA NA 26 NA NA 11

3. As you may know, Obama has nominated federal judge Sonia Sotomayor to serve
on the U.S. Supreme Court. Do you think the U.S. Senate should or should not
confirm Sotomayor®s nomination to the Supreme Court?

Should Should not No opinion
Sotomayor, 7/18/09 58 30 11
Sotomayor, 6/21/09 62 25 13
Alito, 1/8/06 53 27 20
Alito, 12/18/05 54 28 19
Alito, 11/2/05 49 29 22
Miers, 10/10/05* 33 27 40
Roberts, 9/11/05** 55 26 19
Roberts, 8/28/05 57 22 20
Roberts, 7/21/05 59 23 17
Breyer, 5/15/94 52 10 37
Thomas, 10/14/91*** 59 28 14
Thomas, 10/13/91 56 29 15
Thomas, 10/12/91 50 29 20
Thomas, 10/9/91 47 23 30
Thomas, 10/8/91 50 25 24
Thomas, 9/15/91 63 24 14
Bork, 9/23/87**** 29 57 14

*Pew

**as chief justice

***No opinion for Thomas includes "wait and see" (vol.)

****Harris, "All in all, if you had to say, do you think the U.S. Senate should
confirm or turn down the nomination of Judge Robert Bork to be on the U.S.
Supreme Court?"

4. Do you approve or disapprove of the way (ITEM) are doing their job?
7/18/09 - Summary Table

Approve Disapprove No opinion

a. The Democrats in Congress 47 48 5
b. The Republicans in Congress 36 58 6
Trend:

a. The Democrats in Congress

Approve Disapprove No opinion

7/18/09 47 48 5
4/24/09 45 49 6
2/22/09 50 44 6
7/13/08 35 57 8
2/1/08 39 54 7
12/9/07 40 53 6
11/1/07 36 58 6



9/30/07 38 57 5
7/21/07 46 51 2
6/1/07 44 49 6
4/15/07 54 44 2
10/8/06 48 50 3
5/15/06 39 58 4
11/2/05 41 54 5
6/5/05 42 56 3
6/6/99 51 42 7
3/14/99 51 42 7
7/8/797 45 49 6
4/5/95 36 60 4
10/31/94 39 53 8
10/23/94 36 59 5
9/11/94 41 53 6

b. The Republicans in Congress

Approve Disapprove No opinion

7/18/09 36 58 6
4/24/09 30 64 6
2/22/09 38 56 6
7/13/08 25 69 6
2/1/08 30 63 7
12/9/07 32 63 5
1171707 32 63 6
9/30/07 29 67 4
7/21/07 34 64 2
6/1/07 36 58 6
4/15/07 39 59 2
10/8/06 35 63 2
5/15/06 33 64 3
11/2/05 35 61 4
6/5/05 42 56 2
6/6/99 41 52 7
3/14/99 40 56 4
7/8/97 40 54 6
9/15/96 RV 46 48 6
6/30/96 38 56 6
4/5/95 45 50 5
10/31/94 33 59 7
10/23/94 31 64 5
9/11/94 35 59 6

5. Who do you trust to do a better job handling [ITEM] - (Obama) or the
(Republicans in Congress)?

7/18/09 - Summary Table*

Both Neither No
Obama  Reps (vol.) (vol.) opinion
a. The economy 56 33 1 9 2
b. Health care reform 54 34 1 10 1
c. The federal budget deficit 54 35 * 9 2
*Full sample asked item a; half sample asked item b; other half sample asked
item c.

Trend where available:
a. The economy

Both Neither No



Obama

7/18/09
6/21/09
4/24/09
3/29/09
2/22/09

Compare to:

Reps
33
31
24
25
26

(vol.)

RPRNNR

(vol.)
9

9
11
14

9

G.W. Bush or the Democrats in Congress:

Bush
6/1/07 36
2/25/07 36
1/19/07 32
12/11/06 34
1/18/04 43
4/30/03 51
11/6/01 51
9/9/01 44
7/30/01 47
6/3/01 44

Dems

54

Clinton or the Republicans in Congress:*

Clinton

1/23/96 51
10/30/95 38
10/1/95 44
7/17/95 42
3/19/95 43
174795 34
12/20/94 36
11/14/93 45
8/8/93 48
6/28/93 45
4/26/93 59

G.H.W. Bush or the Democrats in Congress:*

Bush
3/11/92 37
3/8/92 32
2/2/92 40
1/29/92 38
12/15/91 36

* "on the economy"

Reps

34
50
44
51
47
56

Dems

36
44
44
41
46

b. Health care reform

Obal
7/18/09 54
6/21/09 55

ma

Reps
34
27

c. The federal budget deficit

Obal
7/18/09 54
6/21/09 56

ma

Reps
35
30

Both Neither
(vol.) (vol.)
1 6
1 6
1 4
1 5
1 4
2 2
5 4
1 3
1 4
2 6
Both Neither
(vol.) (vol.)
11 3
9 1
8 2
4 1
7 1
3 1
NA NA
3 12
1 13
1 10
4 7
Both Neither
(vol.) (vol.)
1 20
3 14
1 9
2 13
2 12
Both Neither
(vol.) (vol.)
1 10
2 11
Both Neither
(vol.) (vol.)
* 9
2 9
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6. Do you think Obama is placing (too much) of a priority on [ITEM], (too
little) or about the right amount?

7/18/09 - Summary Table

Too Too About the No
much little right amount opinion
a. The economy 9 29 58 3
b. The federal budget deficit 13 39 44 4
c. Health care 25 21 51 3

7. How confident are you that Obama®s economic program will improve the economy
- very confident, fairly confident, not very confident or not confident at all?

---- Confident ----  -—————- Not confident ------ No

NET Very Fairly NET Not very Not at all opinion
7/18/09 56 22 34 43 17 26 1
3/29/09 64 23 41 35 18 17 1
1/16/09 72 23 48 28 17 11 *
Compare to: Reagan
4/12/83 52 13 38 48 24 23 1
1/22/83 45 13 32 53 28 25 2
10/11/82 LV 49 12 37 48 23 25 3

8. Which of these do you think is more important right now - (increasing
federal spending to try to improve the economy, even if it sharply increases
the federal budget deficit); or (avoiding a big increase in the federal budget
deficit, even if it means not increasing federal spending to try to improve the
economy)?

Increasing spending Avoiding deficit No opinion

7/18/09 40 55 5
3/29/09 49 47 5
1/16/09 51 44 4

9. How much blame do you think [ITEM] deserves for the country®"s economic
situation - a great deal, a good amount, only some or hardly any?

7/18/09 - Summary Table

a. The Bush administration, for inadequate regulation of the financial industry
b. The Obama administration, for not doing enough to turn the economy around

- Grt deal/Gd amt- -- Some/Hardly any/None ---
Great Good Only Hardly None No
NET  deal amt NET  some any (vol.) opinion
a. Bush 62 42 20 36 23 11 1 2
b. Obama 32 14 17 66 28 34 4 2

Trend:

a. The Bush administration, for inadequate regulation of the financial industry

- Grt deal/Gd amt- -- Some/Hardly any/None ---
Great  Good Only Hardly None No
NET  deal amt NET  some any (vol.) opinion
7/18/09 62 42 20 36 23 11 1 2
3/29/09 70 47 23 29 21 7 1 2



b. The Obama administration, for not doing enough to turn the economy around

- Grt deal/Gd amt- -- Some/Hardly any/None ---
Great  Good Only  Hardly None No
NET  deal amt NET  some any (vol.) opinion
7/18/09 32 14 17 66 28 34 4 2
3/29/09 26 13 13 72 27 39 6 2

10. Would you support or oppose additional federal spending above the 787
billion dollars already set aside to try to stimulate the economy? Do you feel
that way strongly or somewhat?

———————— Support ---—---- -————-——-- Oppose ---—----- No
NET Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 35 18 17 61 18 43 3

Compare to:

Would you support or oppose new federal spending of about 800 billion dollars
on tax cuts, construction projects, energy, education, and health care to try
to stimulate the economy? Do you feel that way strongly or somewhat?

———————— Support —-——----- -—-——————- Oppose ---———--- No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
1/16/09 70 43 27 27 9 17 3
12/14/08* 65 37 28 32 13 18 3

* "up to 700 billion dollars on construction projects and other programs"

11. Would you say you, yourself are better off financially than you were in
when Obama became president, not as well off, or in about the same shape as
then financially?

Better off Not as well off About the same No opinion
7/18/09 8 27 64 *

Compare to:

G.W. Bush

10/5/04 LV 30 30 40 1
10/29/03 22 27 50 1
9/13/03 21 30 49 *
8/11/03 17 25 58 1
Clinton

6/11/00 34 14 50 2
7/19/98 30 15 52 3
3/1/98 32 9 57 1
6/23/96 29 22 49 0
2/27/94 12 17 71 *
G.H.W. Bush

8/9/92 22 32 45 1
6/7/92 19 32 49 *
3/11/92 20 33 46 1
2/2/92 19 31 49 *
10/21/91 20 27 53 1
3/4/91 19 18 63 1
Reagan

1/16/89 42 18 39 1



1/18/87 37 23 40 1
9/8/86 41 20 39 1

12. How do you feel about [ITEM] - very worried, somewhat worried, not too
worried or not worried at all?

7/18/09 - Summary Table*

————— Worried ---- ----- Not worried ---- No
NET  Very  Smwt. NET Not too At all opin.
a. The direction of the
nation®s economy over

the next few years 77 36 42 22 16 6 *
b. Your own family®s
financial situation 63 23 41 37 25 12 0

*Half sample asked item a; other half sample asked item b.
Trend:

a. The direction of the nation"s economy over the next few years

————— Worried ---- ----- Not worried ---- No

NET Very  Smwt. NET Not too At all opinion
7/18/09 77 36 42 22 16 6 *
1716709 81 35 46 18 15 4 *
10/19/08 LV 85 44 42 14 9 5 1
10/11/08 88 48 40 11 8 3 1
9/22/08 79 40 39 17 13 5 3
1/5/03 67 27 40 31 22 10 1
1174702 LV 76 34 42 23 17 6 1
1173702 LV 75 33 42 24 17 7 1
1172702 LV 73 32 41 26 19 8 1
10/27/02 75 27 48 23 16 7 2
b. Your own family®s financial situation
7/18/09 63 23 41 37 25 12 0]
1/16/09 70 27 43 30 20 10 *
10/19/08 LV 66 24 43 33 21 12 *
10/11/08 67 23 43 33 22 11 1
9/22/08 60 22 38 40 26 14 *

13. Thinking about health care, one proposal to insure nearly everyone would
require all Americans to have health insurance or pay a penalty on their income
tax, excluding those with lower incomes. It would require most employers to
offer health coverage or pay a fee. There would be a government-run plan to
compete with private insurers. And income taxes on people earning more than
280-thousand dollars a year would be raised to help fund the program. Taken
together, would you support or oppose this plan? Do you feel that way strongly
or somewhat?

———————— Support —-——----—- -—-——————- Oppose ---——--- No
NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 54 32 23 43 10 3 3

14. Please tell me whether the following statement applies to Obama, or not?

7/18/09 - Summary Table
Yes No No opinion
a. He understands the problems of people like you 63 35 1



b. He is a strong leader 71 27 2
c. He has brought needed change to Washington 62 35 3
d. He is a good commander in chief of the

military 56 37 7
Trend:

a. He understands the problems of people like you

Yes No No opinion

7/18/09 63 35 1
4/24/09 73 25 1
1/16/09 72 24 4

b. He is a strong leader

7/18/09 71 27 2
4/24/09 77 22 2
1/16/09 72 18 10

c. He has brought needed change to Washington

7/18/09 62 35 3
4/24/09 63 34 2
17/16/09* 76 22 3

**will bring”

d. He is a good commander in chief of the military

7/18/09 56 37 7
4/24/09 56 34 10
1/16/09* 62 32 7
9/29/08** RV 46 48 5
9/22/08** RV 48 47 5
7/13/08** 48 48 4
*will be”

**"would be"

15. Which of these statements comes closer to your view: (Beneath it all, Obama
is an old-style, tax-and-spend Democrat) OR (Obama is a new-style Democrat who
will be careful with the public®s money).

Neither
Old-style New-style (vol.) No opinion

7/18/09 43 52 3 2
6/21/09 36 58 4 3
3/29/09 32 62 3 3
Compare to: Clinton

5/22/96 44 50 NA 6
1/29/95 40 54 4 2
1/4/95 48 45 3 3
2/27/94 40 52 6 3
1/23/94 40 49 6 5
11/14/93 48 44 5 2
8/8/93 45 50 3 2
6/28/93 45 50 3 2
5/23/93 48 48 2 2
4/26/93 37 59 3 1
2/28/93 35 61 3 1



16. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Joe Biden is handling his job as
vice president? Do you approve/disapprove strongly or somewhat?

———————— Approve --—-—---- --——--—-- Disapprove ------ No
NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 55 20 36 33 12 21 12

17. (HALF SAMPLE) On another subject, do you think the Obama administration
should or should not investigate whether any laws were broken in the way
terrorism suspects were treated under the Bush administration?

Should  Should not No opinion

7/18/09 44 54 2
4/24/09 51 47 2
1/16/09 50 47 2

18. (HALF SAMPLE) On another subject, do you think the Obama administration
should or should not investigate whether the CIA withheld required information
from Congress during the Bush administration?

Should Should not No opinion
7/18/09 54 43 2

19. (HALF SAMPLE) On another subject, all in all, considering the costs to the
United States versus the benefits to the United States, do you think the war in
Afghanistan was worth fighting, or not? Do you feel that way strongly or
somewhat?

————— Worth fighting --—- --—- Not worth fighting -- No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 51 34 18 45 11 34 4
3/29/09 56 37 19 41 12 28 4
2/22/09 50 34 17 47 9 37 3
12/14/08 55 NA NA 39 NA NA 5
7/13/08 51 NA NA 45 NA NA 4
2/25/07 56 NA NA 41 NA NA 3

20. (HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the United States is or is not making
significant progress toward achieving success in Afghanistan?

Is making Is not making No

significant progress significant progress opinion
7/18/09 46 42 12
3/29/09 45 47 8

21. (HALF SAMPLE) On another subject, all in all, considering the costs to the
United States versus the benefits to the United States, do you think the war
with lrag was worth fighting, or not? Do you feel that way strongly or
somewhat?

————— Worth fighting ---- --- Not worth fighting -- No

NET  Strongly Somewhat NET  Somewhat Strongly opinion
7/18/09 34 21 12 62 11 51 4
2/22/09 38 24 14 60 13 48 2
1/16/09 39 21 17 61 12 49 1
12/14/08 34 21 13 64 14 50 2
9/7/08 36 24 13 61 13 48 3



8/22/08
7/13/08
6/15/08
4/13/08
3/2/08
2/1/08
1712708
12/9/07
1171707
9/30/07
9/7/07
7/21/07
6/1/07
4/15/07
2/25/07
1/10/07
12/11/06
1174706
10/22/06
10/8/06
9/7/06
8/6/06
6/25/06
5/15/06
4/9/06
3/5/06
1/26/06
1/8/06
12/18/05
1172705
8/28/05
6/26/05
6/5/05
4/24/05
3/13/05
1/16/05
12/19/04
10/3/04
9/26/04
9/8/04
8/29/04
7/25/04
7/11/04
6/20/04
5/23/04
5/6/04
4/18/04
3/7/04
2/11/04
1718/04
12/21/03
12/14/03
11/16/03
10/29/03
10/13/03
9/13/03
9/7/03
8/24/03
8/11/03
7/10/03
6/22/03
4/30/03
2/2/92*

RV

LV
RV
RV
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7/28/91
6/2/91
3/74/91
*2/2/92

22_. (HALF SAMPLE) Do you think the United States is or is not making
significant progress toward restoring civil order in lraqg?

7/18/09
12/14/0
9/7/08

8/22/08
7/13/08
4/13/08
3/2/08

2/1/08

1/12/708
12/9/07
1171707
9/7/07

6/1/07

12/11/0
6/25/06
3/5/06

12/18/0
11/2/05
8/28/05
6/26/05
12/19/0
6/20/04

67 30
70 26
86 13

and previous: 'the Persian Gulf war"; 3/4/91:

"this war"

Is making Is not making
significant progress significant progress
61 34
8 56 40
52 40
50 46
46 51
40 57
43 51
42 54
42 54
41 55
39 59
36 60
32 64
6 31 66
48 49
43 56
5 60 37
44 55
48 50
48 51
4 44 49
51 48
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23. Changing topics, do you have a favorable or unfavorable impression of Sarah

Palin?

7/18/09
10/23/0
9/29/08
9/22/08
9/7/08
9/4/08*
* "the

Do you feel that way strongly or somewhat?

——————— Favorable ----—--- ------ Unfavorable ------
NET  Strongly Somewhat NET Somewhat  Strongly
40 20 20 53 19 34
8 LV 46 28 18 51 11 40
Rv 51 29 23 40 11 29
Rv 52 31 21 38 10 27
Rv 58 35 23 28 11 17
RV 52 34 18 37 14 23
Republican nominee for vice president”

24_ Please tell me whether the following statement applies to

not?

7/18/09

She
She
She
She
She

OO O0OTQ®

Trend w

a. She

- Summary Table

understands the problems of people like you
is a strong leader

is honest and trustworthy

shares your values

understands complex issues

here available:

understands the problems of people like you

Yes
47
40
52
48

No
47
54
40
47

7
3
9
11
15
11

Sarah Palin,

[N R(e NN

No opinion

opinion

or
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Yes No No opinion

7/18/09 47 47 5
10/23/08 LV 50 47 3
9/29/08 RV 58 38 4

b-d. No trend.
e. She understands complex issues
Yes No No opinion

7/18/09 37 57 6
9/29/08 RV 46 49 5

25. (HALF SAMPLE) On another subject, do you think the U.S. government®"s space
program has brought enough benefits to this country to justify its costs, or
don"t you think so?

Yes No No opinion

7/18/09 51 43 6
2/9/03 65 29 5
7/14/99* 55 40 5
11/22/98* 58 36 6
10/27/98** 58 38 4
7/9/797 60 38 2
1/21/96 56 36 8
7/17/794* 47 47 7

6

7/17/79*%** 41 53
*Gallup. **NBC/WSJ. ***NBC/AP; “It is now XX years since the United States
first landed men on the moon.”

26. (HALF SAMPLE) On another subject, forty years ago, the United States spent
a great deal of time, effort, and money to land men on the moon. Looking back
now, do you think that effort was worth it, or not?

Yes No No opinion
7/18/09 70 27
8/3/99* 71 24
7/14/97 68 28
6/22/94 66 31
7/11/79 47 49
*1999 and previous CBS: “XX years ago..”

rwWwbhow

27. (ASKED OF LEANED REPUBLICANS) If the 2012 Republican presidential primary
or caucus in your state were being held today, and the candidates were (READ
LIST) for whom would you vote?

7/18/09
Haley Barbour 1
Jeb Bush 3
Newt Gingrich 10
Mike Huckabee 26
Sarah Palin 19
Tim Pawlenty 4
Mitt Romney 21
Bobby Jindal (vol.) 2
Jon Thune (vol.) 0
Charlie Crist (vol.) *
Other (vol.) 2
None of these (vol.) 5
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Would not vote (vol.)
No opinion
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