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Supply Problems and Safety Concerns 
Continue to Hamper Swine Flu Program 

 
Nearly half of parents now don’t intend to have their children vaccinated against the swine flu 
virus – and among those who do plan to get the vaccine, more than half say they’ve been 
deterred by supply problems, a new ABC News/Washington Post poll finds.  
 
Others, meanwhile, continue to steer clear as a result of undiminished skepticism about the safety 
of the vaccine itself. Despite federal reassurances, a third of Americans say they’re not confident 
it’s safe, much like the 30 percent who said so last month. And 66 percent of adults say they 
themselves don’t plan to get vaccinated – slightly up from 62 percent last month. 
 
Among parents, 14 percent say they’ve had their child or children vaccinated, up 10 points from 
a month ago but still a relatively small share of the population. A much larger group, 45 percent, 
don’t plan to have their children vaccinated – a slight increase from the 39 percent who said so in 
mid-October.  
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BARRIERS – Availability is one barrier: Among parents who still plan to get the vaccine for 
their children, 52 percent say they’ve already tried to do so, but found that it wasn’t available. 
The rest haven’t tried yet but say they will in the future. 
 

 
 
 
And there are safety doubts. Just 24 percent of adults are “very” confident the vaccine is safe; as 
noted, more, 33 percent, aren’t confident in its safety. (It’s about the same for each among 
parents). Seeking to counter such perceptions, FDA Commissioner Margaret Hamburg sent a 
letter to every physician in the country last week, reiterating that the swine flu vaccine is made 
the same way as the seasonal flu vaccine, and there’s no reason to think it’s less safe. 
 
The concerns, nonetheless, are largely specific to swine flu vaccine. Ten percent of Americans in 
this survey say they’re not confident in the safety of any vaccine. That itself presumably is a 
concern for public health specialists; regardless, more than twice as many, 23 percent, say 
they’re dubious, not of vaccines in general, but of the swine flu vaccine specifically. 
 
                                               Safety concerns 
     Not confident in swine flu vaccine              33% 
      Includes: 
        Not confident in any vaccine                 10% 
        Not confident in this particular vaccine     23%   
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There are other barriers, including insurance status, education levels and age. Intention to get 
vaccinated (or having done so) is especially low, 18 percent, among adults who lack health 
insurance. It peaks at 48 percent among the most highly educated Americans (those who’ve done 
postgraduate work), compared with 31 percent of those with less schooling. And it’s a bit lower 
among those under age 30 (likewise among 18- to 24-year-olds, an age bracket included in high-
risk groups) than among their elders.  
 
                        Swine flu vaccination status 
                       Have done/plan to   Plan not to 
     Health insurance: 
     Yes                       36%              63                
     No                        18               81  
 
     Education: 
     Postgraduate              48               51   
     Less                      31               68 
 
     Age 
     18-29                     28               72 
     Older                     35               65  
 
 
DISCONNECT – This poll also shows something of a disconnect between acceptance of the 
government’s warnings about swine flu and vaccination levels. Sixty-two percent of Americans 
reject a suggestion the government has exaggerated the dangers of a swine flu epidemic – almost 
identical to what it was when Gallup asked the same question in August. Far fewer, though, 
either intend to get vaccinated themselves (26 percent), or have done so (7 percent). 
 
Still, views of the warnings are a factor in planning to get vaccinated. People who think the 
government has exaggerated the dangers of swine flu are only half as likely as others to plan to 
get vaccinated, or to have done so already. 
  
On the other side of the equation, as was the case a month ago, views on the safety of the vaccine 
are an even stronger factor in deciding whether or not to get vaccinated against swine flu. People 
who think the vaccine’s safe are nine times likelier to plan to get it themselves, and more than 
five times likelier to plan to get it for their children (or, in both cases to have done so already). 
 
                                           Government    Vaccine 
                                          exaggerating?   Safe? 
                                            Yes   No     Yes   No 
   Plan to/have gotten vaccinated           20%   40     47%    5 
   Plan to/have gotten children vaccinated  36    66     76    14 
 
 
METHODOLOGY – This ABC News/Washington Post poll was conducted by telephone Nov. 
12-15, 2009, among a random national sample of 1,001 adults, including landline and cell-
phone-only respondents. Results for the full sample have a 3.5-point error margin. Click here for 
a detailed description of sampling error. Sampling, data collection and tabulation by TNS of 
Horsham, PA.  
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Analysis by Gary Langer.  
 
ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com at http://abcnews.com/pollingunit  
 
Media contact: Cathie Levine, (212) 456-4934. 
 
Full results follow (*= less than 0.5 percent). 
 
1-43 previously released or held for release.  
 
44. On another subject, do you plan to get the swine flu vaccine this year, or do you 
think you probably will not get the swine flu vaccine? 
 
           -------- Plan to/Already got ---------     Probably  
           NET   Plan to get   Already got (vol.)   will not get   No opinion 
11/15/09   33         26                7                66             1 
10/18/09   35         33                2                62             3 
 
 
45. (IF KIDS AT HOME) Do you plan to have your child or children get the swine flu 
vaccine this year, or do you think you probably will not have them get the swine flu 
vaccine? 
 
           -------- Plan to/Already got ---------     Probably  
           NET   Plan to get   Already got (vol.)   will not get   No opinion 
11/15/09   53         39               14                45             2 
10/18/09   56         52                4                39             6 
 
 
46. (IF PLAN TO GET VACCINE FOR CHILD/CHILDREN) Which best describes your situation: 
(You have tried to get the swine flu vaccine for your child or children, but have been 
unable to do so because it’s not available); OR (You have not tried to get the swine 
flu vaccine for your child or children yet, but plan to at some point)? 
 
              Tried to get       Not tried to get     No 
           but unable to do so     but plan to      opinion 
11/15/09           52                   46             2 
 
 
47. (IF PROBABLY WILL NOT GET VACCINE FOR CHILD/CHILDREN) Which best describes your 
situation: (You’d like to get the swine flu vaccine for your child or children but you 
don’t think it will be available); OR (You’re not interested in getting the swine flu 
vaccine for your child or children)? 
 
           Like to get vaccine 
             but don’t think     Not interested in 
            will be available     getting vaccine    No opinion 
11/15/09           13                   87                0 
 
 
48. Do you feel that the warnings issued by the government about the potential dangers 
of a swine flu epidemic have been exaggerated, or do you think they are real? 
 
           Dangers exaggerated   Dangers are real   No opinion 
11/15/09           36                    62               2 
8/26/09*           35                    61               3 
*Gallup/USA Today 
 
 
49. How confident are you that the swine flu vaccine is safe: very confident, somewhat 
confident, not so confident or not confident at all? 
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           ----- Confident -----   --- Not confident ---     No 
           NET   Very   Somewhat   NET   Not so   At all   opinion 
11/15/09   66     24       41      33      19       14        1 
10/18/09   67     22       45      30      20       10        3 
 
 
50. (IF NOT CONFIDENT VACCINE IS SAFE) Is that because you’re not so confident in the 
safety of any vaccine, or is it about the swine flu vaccine in particular? 
 
                               Not confident 
           Not confident    in swine flu vaccine 
           in any vaccine      in particular       No opinion 
11/15/09         30                  69                 2 
 
 
49/50 NET: 
                       ------ Not confident in safety ------ 
           Confident           Not in        Not in swine 
           in safety   NET   any vaccine   flu in particular   No opinion 
11/15/09       66      33        10                23               1 
 
 
51-55 previously released.  
 
 
***END*** 


