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Most Would Stub Out 
Cigarette Sales to Teens 

  
Americans by nearly a 2-1 margin favor raising the minimum legal age to buy cigarettes 
to 21 in their state, a proposal currently before the California legislature. 
 
The legal age to buy tobacco products now is 18 in almost all states (19 in Alaska, 
Alabama and Utah). Sixty-three percent in this ABC News poll support raising it to 21 in 
their state, while 34 percent oppose the idea. 
 
California Assemblyman Paul Koretz introduced his legislation last week, saying it 
would reduce teen smoking. The federal Centers for Disease Control estimates that about 
80 percent of adult smokers started before age 18, and nearly 5,000 children under 18 try 
their first cigarette every day. It calls tobacco the country’s top preventable cause of 
death, responsible for more than 440,000 deaths and more than $75 billion in direct 
medical costs each year.  
 

 
The proposal is broadly popular, with majority support across demographic groups, 
peaking at 71 percent of nonwhites and 68 percent among adults with children. Women 
are somewhat more likely to support it than men are. 
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There’s less of a difference by age. Sixty percent of those 18-34 support the change; it’s 
65 percent among those 35 and older. (There are too few 18- to 20-year-olds in this poll 
to look at their views separately.) 
 
                           Support raising the legal 
                             age to buy cigarettes 
              All                    63% 
 
              Men                    58 
              Women                  67 
 
              Whites                 62 
              Nonwhites              71 
 
              Child under 18: 
               Yes                   68 
               No                    60 
 
              Age: 
               18-34                 60 
               35+                   65 
 
 
METHODOLOGY - This ABC News.com survey was conducted by telephone June 5-9, 
2002, among a random national sample of 1,025 adults. The results have a three-point 
error margin. Sampling, data collection and tabulation by TNS Intersearch of Horsham, 
Pa. 
 
Analysis by Daniel Merkle. 
 
ABC News polls can be found at ABCNEWS.com on the Internet at: 
http://abcnews.go.com/sections/us/PollVault/PollVault.html 
 
Media Contact: Lauren Kapp, (212) 456-2478, lauren.kapp@abc.com 
 
Here are the full results: 
 
11. Would you support or oppose raising the legal age to buy cigarettes 
from 18 (or 19) to 21 in your state? 
 
          Support    Oppose    No opinion  
6/9/02      63         34           3 
 
 
 
***END*** 


